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Kresge College

Campus Natural Reserve

Sustainability Office

Instructional
Greenhouses

Environmental Studies

Arboretum
LifeLab

Chadwick Garden

Office of Physical Recreation
and Sports

Cogeneration Plant

Center for Agroecology
and Sustainable
Food Systems

Program In Community
and Agroecology

Farm and Garden
Market Cart

McHenry Library

Bike Co-Op

College 8

Arboretum

Campus Natural Reserve

Green Infrastructure

Electric Vehicle Charging

Zipcar locations 

Gardens

Land/Habitat/Watershed

Bike Paths

FixIt Bike repair

Recycling Sort Line

Dining Halls

Water Re!ll Stations

Community

Co-Op

Experiential Education

Sustainability Features

!"#$%

!

Gold

Silver

Certi!ed

LEED Certi!cations

At UCSC, we value practical education for building a thriving, 
sustainable, world. We see our campus as a living lab where 
problem-based teaching, research and applied work combine 
to develop actionable solutions that improve the sustainability 
of our campus and the greater community. From vibrant 
student-run gardens to innovative green buildings, this map 
highlights many of the spaces for experiential sustainability 
education on our campus.

Living Lab Map
Places to learn about and practice sustainability

http://ucsantacruz.ucnrs.org/reserves/ucsc-campus/
http://kresge.ucsc.edu/activities/index.html
http://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=ucsc+environmental+studies&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8
http://greenhouse.ucsc.edu/
http://sustainability.ucsc.edu/
http://bikecoop.ucsc.edu/
http://casfs.ucsc.edu/
http://sustainability.ucsc.edu/news-events/news/Mchenry_Solar.html
http://opers.ucsc.edu/
http://eight.ucsc.edu/
http://ucscpica.org/
http://www.lifelab.org/
http://casfs.ucsc.edu/
http://casfs.ucsc.edu/
http://arboretum.ucsc.edu/


 
locations, all of which are Green Business 

is working toward making forty percent 
of all food served "real food" by 2020 by 
sourcing from our own campus farm and 
other local partners. Drop by your local 
dining hall to get a taste of real food and 
learn about student food waste through 
dining's educational materials, events, 
and programs.

The Center for Agroecology and Sustainable Food Systems operates 
the 2-acre Alan Chadwick Garden and the 25-acre Farm at the base of 
campus. Both sites are managed using organic production methods 
and serve as research, teaching, and training facilities for students, 

program where you recieve a box of farm fresh produce weekly.

The Program in Community and Agroecology

standard dorm living on campus and demonstrates the link 
between healthy communities and healthy food systems. PICA 
houses the Sustainable Living Center where residents grow organic 
food together, direct a composting program, participate in weekly 
community meals, and organize campus wide sustainability events, 
workshops and classes. 

Kresge College     

Common Ground Center supports 
education for a just and sustainable world 
through courses, workshops, and civic 
engagement. The Ecovillage is a housing 
community where students gain practical 
skills in sustainable living. At the Kresge 
Garden Co-op, students grow their own 
food, work cooperatively and share skills 
through volunteering, internships and 
courses. Students can also volunteer and 
buy groceries at the Natural Foods Co-op, a 

        

Instructional Greenhouses

greenhouses, two large outdoor classrooms 
and a lab hold a collection of diverse plants 
from around the world. The greenhouses 
provide students with access to living 
specimens, as well as hands-on horticulture 
experience in botany, evolution and ecology.

Life Lab is a national leader in farm- and garden-based education 
that promotes experiential learning for all ages through children’s 

workshops. Drawing on over thirty years of working with students 
they have also created curricula and workshops for educators 
interested in bringing learning to life in gardens nationwide. UCSC 
students can apply for internships in their garden classroom 
adjacent to the farm.

McHenry Library’s 180kW PV array, a renewable power system, 
provides 25% of the annual electrical energy needed for the 
building. The Co-generation plant provides reliable power for 
~60% of campus’ load. This unit burns natural gas to generate 
electricity and the waste heat is captured and used to preheat 
campus water for hot water and space heating

Sustainable Energy

UCSC Arboretum
The Arboretum has a world-renown collection of plants, many that 
are rare, endangered and noteworthy, including Mediterranean 
region and California native plants and warm temperate conifers. 

experiment with living plants, support conservation, and learn 
about botany and horticulture in a beautiful setting. Students can 
also get involved through volunteer work, internships and events.

The UCSC Campus Natural Reserve covers 
400 acres of protected natural lands on 
campus. The lands are used as an outdoor 
classroom and living laboratory for teach-

interpretation. Students can hike through 
redwood forests, view the Monterey Bay 
from the West Meadow or intern on a 
research or stewardship project.

fun, and make personal connections through outdoor recreational 
and hands-on learning experiences and trips. Programs utilize the 
outdoors as a classroom for gaining leadership and team building 
experience.

The Bike Co-op is a full service, cooperatively run bike shop. They 

the ability to become part of the business through membership 
which includes discounts and access to shop tools.

information, resources, policy guidance 
and facilitation for sustainability plans 

between 30 and 40 student interns 
each year through student fee measure 
funds to work on sustainability projects 
that allow students to apply academic 
concepts in a professional environment. 
Students conduct waste and energy 

laboratories and provide education and 
training on waste reduction and 
conservation across campus.

College 8 is UCSC's only 
environmentally themed college 

minor in sustainability, 
practicum courses, applied projects, 
and a collaborative network of faculty, 
students and practitioners focused on 
a sustainable future. The college is 
home to the Student Environmental 
Center, a student-run sustainability 
organization that works to promote 
student involvement through 
research, education, and 
implementation of environmentally 
sustainable practices on campus in 
collaboration with the university. The 
college also houses a student-run 
garden and a -
greenhouse  with an integrated
 aquaponics system powered from
 solar and rainwater

College 8

Life Lab Garden  Classroom

Campus Natural Reserve

UCSC Dining

Recreation and Sports

Bike Co-op

Center for Agroecology and 
Sustainable Food Systems (CASFS)
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The Environmental Studies 

opportunities to incorporate hands-
on educational experience in sustain-
nability into the undergraduate exper-
ience. The Environmental Studies

 internships each year to students
 interested in applying academic
 concepts and theories in a profe-
ssional environment. The Museum of
 Natural History provides internships,
 research projects, and classroom
 laboratory exercises that utilize colle-
ctions of everything from fungi to
 animal skeletons for research and
 teaching purposes

Environmental Studies!*!*

http://casfs.ucsc.edu/
http://arboretum.ucsc.edu/
http://greenhouse.ucsc.edu/
http://eight.ucsc.edu/
http://www.enviroslug.org/
http://sec.enviroslug.org/college-eight-garden.html
http://www.lifelab.org/
http://ucscpica.org/
http://kresge.ucsc.edu/
http://kresge.ucsc.edu/commonground/
http://kresge.ucsc.edu/residential-life/apartment-types.html
http://kresge.ucsc.edu/commonground/activities/garden-coop.html
http://kresge.ucsc.edu/activities/coops/food-coop.html
http://www.apple.com
http://envs.ucsc.edu/
http://opers.ucsc.edu/
bikecoop.ucsc.edu
http://housing.ucsc.edu/dining/sustainability.html
sustainability.ucsc.edu

